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On 15 May, 2022, Martyr Devasahayam
will be canonized by Pope Francis at St. Peter's
Basilica, Rome. He is the first Indian to obtain
the crown of martyrdom on Indian soil and the
first lay person to be canonized. This
canonization is a matter of great joy and a
source of blessings for all of us. As we thank
God for the gift of a new saint for our country,
itis fitting that we reflect on our call to be holy
and blameless before God.

The call to holiness is as old as the Bible if
not as old as human race (see Is. 6:3; Ps 99:3,
5, 9: Lev. 11:44, 19:2, 21:8; Pro. 9:10).
Through the Apostolic Exhortation,"Rejoice
and be Glad", Pope Francis wants to
"repropose the call to holiness in a practical
way for our time, with all its risks, challenges
and opportunities."

Echoing the teaching of Lumen Gentium
No. 40, the Holy Father says that the "Lord
has chosen each of us to be holy and blameless
before him in love". The Pope corrects the
mistaken popular view that holiness is the
privilege of a select few. He sees holiness "in
the patience of God's people, in those parents
who raise children with immense love, in those
men and women who work to support their
families, in the sick, in elderly religious who
never lose their smile". Holiness is all around

\US if only we have eyes to see.

Shepherd's
Voice

Once when a journalist asked Mother
Teresa how she felt about being called a living
Saint, she replied: "You have to become holy in
the position you are, and I have to become holy
in the position God has given me. There is
nothing extraordinary about being holy."
Mother's words contain two important truths.
First, all are called to be holy. Second, one's
vocation determines his/her path to holiness.
Pope Francis too gives the same message:
"Each believer discerns his or her own path that
they bring out the best of themselves, the most
personal gifts that God has placed in their
hearts." As many are the people so many are
the paths to holiness.

The beatitudes constitute the path to holiness
for the followers of Christ. Pope Benedict XVI
had said that the beatitudes give us a pen portrait
of Jesus and his Apostles. Pope Francis
describes them as "the Christian's Identity
Card". Holiness is going against the flow.

Becoming poor in spirit or developing a "holy
indifference", growing in meekness and humility,
a growing ability to mourn with those who
mourn or the ability to experience in one's own
heart the pain of other people, hungering and
thirsting for righteousness, increasing the
capacity to give and forgive (mercy), keeping
a heart free of all that tarnishes love, sowing

peace all around us, accepting daily the path ofJ
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qhe Gospel, even though it may cause us
problems; all these are characteristics of
holiness.

Echoing the words of St. John of the Cross,
"In the evening of our life we will be judged by
love," Pope Francis says that chapter 25 of
Mathew offers us one clear criterion on which
we will be judged. Love is the measuring rod
of holiness- love for God expressed through
love for brothers and sisters, especially for those
in need. At societal level struggling for "the
restoration of just social and economic systems,
so that there could no longer be exclusion" is
an unmistakable sign of holiness.

Much like St. Theresa of Avila who is deemed
to have said, "The one who walks the way of
prayer sincerely will either be transformed by
prayer or will give up prayer"”, the Holy Father
too sees transformation of life as the test of
authenticity of prayer. Inspirations received
during prayer are to be implemented in life

According to Pope Francis the signs of
holiness in today's world are:

\ a) Perseverance, patience and meekness

that spring from unshakable faith in God's IOVD

b) Abiding joy irrespective of circumstances
and sense of humour.

¢) Boldness and passion born of "an impulse
to evangelize and leave a mark in this world"

d) Walking with others in the community is
an important sign of holiness.

e) A habitual openness to the transcendent,
expressed in prayer and adoration, is indicative
of holiness.

To "stand against the wiles of the devil"
(Eph. 6.11), and to "quench all the flaming darts
of the evil one" (Eph. 6:16) the Holy Father
proposes the use of spiritual weapons; faith-
filled prayer, meditation on the word of God,
the celebration of the mass, Eucharistic
adoration, sacramental reconciliation, works of
charity, community life, missionary outreach and
discernment.
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*H Raphy Manjaly

(Archbishop of Agra) y

ARCHBISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS (MAY, 2022)

1  Holy Mass: St. Joseph's Church,
Jahangirabad

2 Meeting: Executive Committee Meeting

3 Meeting: Archdiocesan Synod on
synodality & Meeting: Executive
Committee Meeting

6  Inaugural Holy Mass: (CCBI Commission
for Women) Pastoral Center, Agra

7  Requiem Mass: (Fr. Mathew Thundiyil)
Cathedral Church, Agra

8  Holy Mass: Christ the Redeemer Church,
Budaun

9  Pastoral Visit at Budaun Mission.
11  Meeting: Regional CRI

14 Journey to Ranchi

15 Ordination of Dn. Asime Beck
16 ReturntoAgra

17 Meeting

18 Meeting

19 Meeting

20 Meeting

21 Meeting
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THE ARCHDIOCESE OF AGRA

TRANSFERS & APPOINTMENTS 2022

5. No, Name From Where = To Where
! b Parish Priest, Prarish Priest, .
. 01 | FriJossphifiabre | 5t Mary"s Church, Noida | 5t Mary's Church, Agra
[ " b e Pnnqrml St Clure's Schoal Unit ]‘rmupal St. Peter’s Sr. Sec. School,
G| Frosi el I Kankakha | Bhamtpor |
i PP & Principal, St Michael's Principal, 1. Clare's School Unit I1, |
ihs

Fr, Roshian 17 Silva

| Church’Schoal, '-.mqm igal
Vice-PFrimeipal, St Peter’s College,
Agr

[ Asst, Parish Prest, St Patrick’s

| Chureh. Agrea Cantt.

Kenewal Course

Renewal Course

Director, Diocesan Pastoral Centre,
."{ gra

(4 Ir. Santeesh Anthomy

(b3 Fr. Shajun 5.

06 | FrGeorge Paul

o7 [Fr. Mathew B
| Kumblumoattil

08 Fr. Santosh [2'Sa

09 | Fr, Tony IV Almeida

|4 Fr. Bajan Dass

1l Fr. Yumversal

1

Fr. Lows Xess

5 Fr. Johnson M, A

Asst., St Peter’s Church / "-Lhﬁnl
Bharatpur

Stuches  Maria Sadan, Noida

! | Assi, Cathedral of the Immaculae
kun..l.p-llml. Agra
'-.m. Rector, St Lawrence

h"\; |1|||1,|.r_~, .".,y.l

Studes

| Asst, Parish Priest.
| St Mary"s Church, Noida
i Asst, Parsh Priest,

| St Mary's Church, Agra

| Psyehotherapy, Anugrah, Dindigul

| haulakha
1 Parish Priest & |’|‘||1-|.I|JEI| St
| Michael's, Anupnagar

Assistant, St Peter’s College, Agra

" Parish Priest. St. Francis’ Church.
! Hathras
varish Priest, St. Peter s Church,
. Bharatpur
farish Prigst,
| St Mary's Church, Noida
Parish Priest & Principal,
Nishkatanka Mata Mission/School,
| duith - )
" Parish Priest. St. Gonzalo Garcia
| Church, Bulandshahr
Studigs - MSc. Counselling and

Assr, Cathedral of the Immaculate
Congception, Agra

T Professor & Formator, Masih

Vidvapeeth, Etmadpur |
| Vice-Rector, 51, Lawrence Seminary,

Agrn

Asst.. St. Fidelis Church / Schoal,
| Aligarh

14 Fr. Llowe
13 | Fr. Prukash Rodrigues
- 6 | Fr. Charles Toppo
17 . Fr. Kulkant Chinchani
H:! ‘ Fr. Andrew Sachit
19 FroAsimeBeck
Bl | Fr, Praveen 13 Costa

Asst,, St Fidells Church, Aligarh

New Priest

New Priest

Mew Priest
Prarsh Priest. St Gongalo Garend
{ hureh, Bulandsliahr

Churgh, ‘lu.l a Cantt.

| Kosi Kalan

| Studies - Diploma, Pastoral
| Communications, NISCORT
Asst, Parish Priest. St Patrick's

Asst, St Theresa's Chuarch / School,

Asst., Archbishop®s House, Agra

PG Diplama, Counselling
Pevehology, Sampurna Institute of
| Advanced Studies, Bengalury
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Vasl Pansh Proest, 56, Francis Professor & Formator, Masih
FT, & ARVies {Chureh, Hathras | Y '::"li"‘""l" | !II:.I.||'II:.
. Professor, Masil Vidyapeeth, [icentiate = Indsn Institate of
Fr. Marian Labo [ rmad i | Spi ivadity, Bengalury
; Fr. Stephen Parish Priest, St Mary's Church Yasociabe Priest, Maria Sacan, Noida
kolandisamsy \ar [
: Parishi Priest & Primcipal, Principal & Mission-in-Charge, New
Fr. Arun Lazarado Nishkalanks Mata Mission/School, | Mission, Mausa Baad Tehsil,
&4 Jaith | Mathra Dt
fssiatant Priest, Holy Family Director, Diocesan Pastoral Centre,
2 Fr |.|-\.L-|.-!. Pasala Church % Christ ||"\.'-h. ni Ll..'ll-"lll "|:'l'.l
- Assistant Prigst, Holy Family Church

h o be decide [

International Labour Day is marked on

I* May annually. Also known as
International Workers’ Day or May
Day, the occasion celebrates the
contribution of workers to society. It
also commemorates the
achievements of the historic labour
movement.

International Workers’ Day?

While 1 May was observed as an ancient
northern hemisphere spring festival in many
regions, the day became associated with the
labour movement in the late 19th century.

In 1889, trade unions and socialist groups
declared that 1 May would be observed as
International Workers’ Day. The day would
commemorate people who had lost their lives in
the 1886 Haymarket affair of Chicago.

In 1886, a peaceful rally in support of
workers’ rights in Chicago led to a clash with
police officials. According to reports, 7 police
officers and 4 civilians died in the violence. Many
protestors were arrested and given harsh

Labour Day: Why 1 May is observed as International Workers' Day

Auay

& Christ the I'xil!:.' School
Raphy Mangaly
Archbishop of Agra

sentences such as life imprisonment. The
people who died in the violence were hailed
by workers as the ‘Haymarket
martyrs’.
J / The Haymarket affair gave a big
boost to the people who were
campaigning for eight-hour work

shifts and better wages and working
Why is 1 May marked as L“ ' UR conditions.

The first Labour Day was marked
in 1890 in Europe, after the International
Congress of Socialist Parties declared that 1 May
would be associated with labour rights. The day
continues to celebrate the achievements of the
workers’ movement like the eight-hour working
policy. In countries like China and Cuba, May
Day is celebrated as a holiday.

When was May Day first marked in
India?

In India, the first International Workers’ Day
celebrations were held in 1923 by the Labour
Kisan Party in Madras. The country celebrates
International Labour Day as Antarrashtriya
Sharmik Diwas, Kamgar Diwas or Kamgar Din.
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A Brief Report of the Conclusion of the
Diocesan Phase of the Synod on Synodality

The Archdiocesan Synod to mark the
conclusion of the diocesan phase of the Synod
on Synodality was held on 3rd May 2022 in
the Archbishop Albert D'Souza Silver Jubilee
Memorial Hall of St. Peter's College, Agra.

It was attended by around 110 persons
including the Archbishop Most Rev. Raphy
Manjaly, priests, religious and lay faithful from
every parish and institution of the Archdiocese
of Agra. Only four deaneries of the
Archdiocese took part in these deliberations
as the fifth deanery, namely Etawah deanery
would forward their synod reports through the
Syro-Malabar Rite dioceses.

The proceedings of the Synod began at
10.15 a.m. with the Pontifical Holy Eucharistic
celebration, presided over by the Most Rev.
Raphy Manjaly, Archbishop of Agra. The
active participation of the lay faithful in the
celebration of the Holy Mass was very
encouraging and fitting to the theme of the day.
The Archbishop, in his brief homily, citing the
examples of the 'Saints of the Day', the
Apostles St. James and St. Philip exhorted
everyone to be ardent missionaries of the Word
through their lives. He expounded how the
synod led by St. Peter and St. James in the
early Church resolved crucial issues and
enabled the Gentile mission to go forward with
the approval of the Jerusalem Church. Drawing
from the Acts of the Apostles, the prelate
spelled out how St. Philip, the Apostle
dramatically converted the Ethiopian eunuch.
The Youth of the Cathedral parish lend a
prayerful atmosphere through their melodious

singing.

Followed by the Holy Mass, the synod
discussions began with a short introduction to
the Synod on Synodality by the diocesan
contact person Rev. (Dr.) Santhosh D'sa. Mrs.
Ruveena Nadar, one of the diocesan Core
Team members, then presented a consolidated
and synthesized synod report of the
Archdiocese. The extensive report had
touched upon all the relevant themes suggested
by the Vademecum, and sought to discuss the
opinions gathered from the faithful.

The next on the agenda was the sharing of
the synod experiences by two persons from
each of the four deaneries of the Archdiocese.
Everyone who shared had diverse experiences
of the synod in their parishes. In general all of
them said that they felt that for the first time a
genuine attempt is made in the Church to listen
to those in the last line in the hierarchy. They
expressed their hope that this exercise by the
power of the Holy Spirit will bear fruit in the
Church. This session was moderated by Dr.
A.P. Antony.

It was then time for the entire congregation
to be divided into 9 groups for group dynamics
and consultation. Each group was given 5
themes (in the form of questions) to be
discussed among themselves and reported later
by a secretary chosen from the group. The
themes included Evangelization, Saving the
eco-system, Local vocations, Inter-
denominational matters, Participation of
women and youth, Faith Formation at all levels
and Social life of the faithful. The groups were
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given one hour to discuss upon these themes
before a well deserved lunch break.

After having had a sumptuous lunch, the
congregation reassembled to gather the fruits
of the group discussion. This session was
moderated by Mr. Olvin Sohanlal. The nine
secretaries assigned with the responsibility of
presenting their respective group's views on
the given themes were called upon to present
their reports by the moderator. All the points
raised and suggestions given by them for the
corresponding themes were of great insight and
are capable of drawing up a clear road map
for the evangelization efforts of the
Archdiocese.

At the conclusion of this session, Rev. Fr.
Bhaskar Jesuraj who is the Core Team
member of the Agra Ecclesiastical Region,
shared his observations and expectations of
the ongoing synod in the region.

The next on the agenda was a session open
to the floor for airing their opinions on any
matter they might feel not yet discussed upon
or some suggestions they want to make for a
new road map for the Archdiocese. This
session was moderated by Mr. Kuriachan and
Rev. Fr. Saji Palamattom. Some important
suggestions came up during this exercise were
the following:

1. On priority, make efforts to bring back
the lost sheep of the church

2. Arrange for weekend classes - Saturday
evening to Sunday evening with proper
syllabus with an aim of faith formation

3. To have unified catechism syllabus and
annual exams in the entire Archdiocese

4. To feed the poor is the best way of
evangelization.

5. Efficient and coordinated use media for

better evangelization and dissemination of
information to all.

In his concluding remarks the Archbishop
elaborated upon the exemplary acts and lives
of the Apostles as to how every Christian
should want to incarnate Jesus in one's life.
From the call to the Synod on Synodality, it is
evident that the Holy Father's wish is that we
must grow to be a Church that listens to the
Spirit and to one another with reverence and
charity. He concluded with a personal note of
gratitude to all the participants.

Ms Pancy Thomas and Mr. Chinna who are
members of the diocesan Core Team along with
Sr. Leena Dorothy Matera, the diocesan
contact person, were assigned with the
responsibility of taking notes of the entire
proceedings of the day.

Ms Caran Wilson, a youth and a member
of the diocesan Core Team, proposed the vote
of thanks where she remembered all those who
worked hard to make this synod a fruitful one.

May the Synod on Synodality become a
way of life in the life of the Church.

Fr. Saji Palamattom
Diocesan Core Team Member

ATSTRT 3R el &l &
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Hands Warm, Head Cool

Quite often, I feel like I

have too many thoughts

. running through my head. It

makes me feel like my body

can't keep up with my

thought process. I'm too

: exhausted. In spite of

o ] each day marked by

speed, hurry, activity and tensions, I don't
feel like I'm productive enough.

And then I enviously look at those happy go
lucky souls, who have beaming joy on their faces,
energy and vitality in their limbs and have a world
of time for everything! To cite a few, [ have seen
a Priest who is never in hurry and adds quality to
all his relationships.  have known a Bishop who
goes out of his way to plan and execute things
meticulously and yet has space and time to pay
kindly visits, engage in friendly chats and reach
out in thoughtful ways; and all this with radiating
smile and rejuvenating grace! I have also seen
so many of our senior Sisters whose grace
remained intact while they shouldered various
responsibilities.

I knew it had to do with my approach to
work! The other day, just accidentally, I came
across an excerpt from the book "The Hand',
written by the neurologist, Dr. Frank R. Wilson.
He says, "Not using the hands and too much
of using the head has generated illnesses that
cannot be cured by medicine. Hands should
be warm, and the head should be cool. But
when there is too much of thinking, the head
will be warm and the hands will be cool. That
is unhealthy. You are moving towards
madness. A moment will come when the head
will start functioning on its own, unconnected

with the whole body."

If we take the hand of a person who is
head-oriented, the hand will be cold. Not just
cold, but a certain deadness will be in the hand.
If the person is heart-oriented then there will be
warmth, then we will feel life flowing from his/
her hand to us, and there will be a communication
of warmth.

Sufi and Zen monks work with their hands a
lot which makes them very strong and healthy.
They do digging, tilling the ground, shoe making,
carpentry, or anything whatsoever, but all with
their hands.

The hand and the head are two polarities, and
if our energy is moving through the hands, the
head, by and by, subsides. Perhaps one of the
easiest ways to still our minds is to IMMERSE
ourselves into work - be it a chore or a passion.
Ironic as it might sound, the more we
concentrate or indulge in something
wholeheartedly, the less our thoughts are
likely to be scattered. We in turn become more
in sync with the present moment, and our work
begins to have the ease, bliss and vitality of play.

The more intensely, the more blissfully, the
more gratefully we enter the labour part of our
life, the more it transforms us. But, when head
enters in and our work becomes a medium to
gain money, success, prestige, fame - then we
never enjoy our activity; then each act loses its
intrinsic value. An ambitious man cannot love
any activity for its own sake. While he is
painting he is looking ahead; he is thinking, 'When
am I going to get a Nobel Prize?' When he is
writing a novel, he is looking ahead. He is always
in the future - and a creative person is always in
the present.
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Creativity means loving whatsoever we do
- enjoying, celebrating it, as a gift of God!
Maybe nobody comes to know about it. History
may not take any account of it; newspapers may
not publish our name and pictures - but that is
irrelevant. We enjoyed it. The value is intrinsic.

If we can even smile whole-heartedly, hold
somebody's hand and smile, then it is a creative
act, a great creative act. Just look with loving
eyes at somebody... just a loving look can
change the whole world of a person. Remain in
the present and then see: we will never be
exhausted. We will have more time, more

energy, less dissipation, and ultimately our work
will become as light and blissful as play.

On the first of May, as we celebrate the Feast
of Saint Joseph the Worker, a shining
example of the holiness of human labor; let's
resolve to do everything creatively,
wholeheartedly, with devotion to the present
moment. May our work become truly a worship!
May whatsoever we do, be a prayer! And
whatsoever we do be an offering at the altar of
God! Amen!

Sr. Rekha Punia, UMI
Nirmala Provincialate, G. Noida

Rules for Senior Citizens!
An important message for Senior Citizens - Must Read with patience

1. Please don't lock the doors of washroom
from inside when you are inside. Sit down
on a stool or chair and take bath/ shower.
Don't stand and take a bath even under the
shower.

2. Keep a hand-hold attached to the wall near
your W C (Western Commode) to hold
while sitting on/getting up from the
commode.

3. Wear your trousers/pyjamas, sitting on a
chair or bed. Don't try wearing them
standing.

4.  When you get up from bed, get on to sitting

posture and stay 30 seconds and then stand

up near the bed 30 sec before walking for
attending to calls, especially at nights.

Don't walk on wet floors.

6. Avoid climbing stool/ chair/benches to repair
clean fans, Photos and drying cloths etc.

7. Avoid driving any vehicle alone. Let
someone accompany you.

8. Please take medicines as per schedule/

b

Doctor's advice.

9. Don't compromise with anyone, on thing
which gives/keeps you happy.

10. Please go along with your spouse, when
you are going to BANK, MARKET,
SHOPPING etc.

11. When you are alone at home, please don't
entertain unknown people, and always be
alert.

12. Always have 'TWQO' main door key
bunches, one with you and the other with
your spouse.

13. Better to have a call-bell in bedroom to call
for emergency

14. Be polite and soft - spoken with everyone
you are with.

15. Don't think about PAST or FUTURE. For
you, PRESENT is real and very valuable

16. Atthis age, 'Peace of 'mind, Maintaining'
'good health," 'Happiness and Healthy
Relationships' are very important.

Think over and Take care... please ......
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Layman's Bible

"I am the way, the truth and the life." (Jn. 14: 6)
- Kuriachen P. J., Aligarh

"I am the Way, the Truth, and
the Life", Jesus said. These are
the most expressive and
& cxtremely explanatory words
B and absolute sum total of the
e mcaning of human existence.
J esus, the greatest teacher ever lived on the
planet, was a person of highest integrity, greatest
nobility and exceptional simplicity. Though his
worldly existence was limited to a short period
of time, the standard he set up was amazingly
stupendous; the kind of life he lived was ineffably
simple, commonplace and down-to-earth; and
the attitude he exhibited was exceptionally pro-
human, biaslessly all inclusive, superbly optimistic
and vehemently questioning the meaninglessness
of certain rotten and withered clerical and social
laws and traditions. Undoubtedly, as he himself
said, ("I am the Light of the world" Jn. 8: 12.
"You are the light of the world" Mt. 5: 14-16),
Jesus is the Light of the world. He continues,
"Whoever follows me will have the light of life
and will never walk in darkness" (Jn. 8: 12). It
was (is) divine - his presence; heavenly- his
countenance; cosmically ethereal- his might!

Life on earth is a mixture of facts, illusions,
surprises, and many more, which evoke emotional
escalations and dwindling as most of these (facts,
illusions etc.) are unpredictable and beyond human
comprehension. Therefore uncertainty is what
overwhelms life and hence man is a puppet, mere
puppet, of these stark realities. The farsightedness
and astounding ability of discernment empowered
Jesus toread the ins and outs of life in general and
human life in particular.

Everywhere adverse situations were awaiting
Jesus. A few examples of such situations where
there was plan to trap him are given in the
following passages: Mt. 12: 10-11; Lk. 14: 5;
Mk. 3:4;7:5;2: 18-22; Jn. 8: 1-20; Lk. 13:
10- 17 etc. His shrewd intelligence warned him
of the ploy and was prudent enough to face them.
Never ran away from any situation, instead faced
them, yes, faced with unflinching confidence,
courage and determination, is what made him he-
the victor. In plain language he was translating
one of the most important facts of the way of life:
come what may, face the challenges. It needs
courage, confidence and determination. Jesus is
an epitome of that.

To be a person of unblemished integrity and
undiluted conviction is another way that Jesus
teaches us. Integrity that Jesus possessed was
impeccable and unique. He had no hesitation in
expressing himself in any given circumstance (Mt.
21: 12-16). His assertively authoritative move
and talk, at that time, was unheard and
indigestible for many. The religious as well as
civil authorities, who were stubbornly ritualistic
and traditional, found him a perpetual headache
for them and hence labeled him 'revolutionary’,
'devil possessed' and out-law'. They would never
accept that they were guided by misconception
about him and their own folly.

Jesus, as per his time, practice and customs
prevailing there, was a mismatch and a true
revolutionary who lived beyond his time. When
he questioned and criticized the teachers of the
law and the Pharisees and condemned their
hypocrisies (Mt. 23: 2-36; Mk. 12: 38-39; Lk.
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11: 43-46; 20: 45-46) he was giving a visible
example and laying a way of how each one
should think and act. Jesus was never against
anybody or anything except those absurd,
outdated, inhuman and good-for-nothing
practices, customs, traditions and rules which
enslaved human beings, as lifeless and
mechanical repetitions impact an imprint in the
subconscious and unconscious level that remains
as a compelling impulse for automatic
generation of stereotypes. This is what happens
when one becomes blindly religious, and that is
why Karl Marx condemned religion as 'an
opium'.

Whether in religion, society or politics and
religious life, social life or political life, there are
umpteen practices and traditions, customs and
systems which are rotten, outdated, meaningless
and good-for-nothing. But the presence of such
is used as shade or opportunity by many for
gaining their vested interests. These parasites,
found in every walk of life and in every nook and
corner, are venomous pests who apparently bear
a sheep's gentleness masked in jackal's skin. A
calculated revolutionary move, as Christ did,
against the above mentioned worn-outs, will stir
the society for introspection. It also opens means
to identify those hoodwinking 'gentlemen' as they
would be pinched hard. Introspection inevitably
initiates a cleansing process, clearing all the
impurities possible and prepares ground for the
emergence of a reformed society where the
'Kingdom of God' or 'the Good News' or pure
Loveis lived. This, in one sense, is what Jesus
envisaged when he asked his disciples, "Go, then,
to all peoples everywhere and make them my
disciples, baptize them in the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit" (Mt. 28: 19-20).
Yes, it can be emphatically ascertained that Jesus

is the Way, "I am the Way ....."

The allegory of Good Samaritan (Lk. 10: 30-
35), Jesus' interaction with the Samaritan woman
at the Jacob's well (Jn. 4: 7-26), all reveal another
wonderful and meaningful way of going beyond
the traditionally set periphery for greater
understanding and realization of true existence.
Still deeper and profoundly philosophical is what
Jesus wanted of and for his disciples when he
prayed for them (Jn. 11, 14-15). It is obvious
that the material world is full of temptations,
wants, greed, and lust and hence infirmities and
evil, where as the world beyond is class and level
apart.

For acquiring solid integrity, sterling nobility
and ability to hold the head high everyone needs
sublime level of non compromising discipline and
unstained character mingled with optimism and
positive approach. A slight slip will give way for
unpreventable infringement of worldly greats like
greed, lust, power, pelf, position etc. into our
fortified domains to make us victims and slaves.
Once it happens it is followed by chain of events
slicing us into many chunks, and compelling us
to be armed to justify our awkward being.
Accusations, arguments, counter arguments,
blames, F I Rs, courts, jails, begging for bails,
smile at acquittal,. .. but despair at conviction...
Oh! The nasty, countless list of decent, deadly
devils! Therefore the policy of 'to be in the world,
but not of the world', as Jesus lived and wanted,
turns out to be an inevitable way of life.

Birth declares our earthly being. It has umpteen
sealed attachments to be revealed to us only in
the due course of time. Faltering, fumbling,
staggering, straightening, ups and downs, cries
and smiles, failures and successes, sufferings and
consolations, abandonments and refuge, poverty
and wealth, loneliness and togetherness and what
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not _an endless list of the truths of life revolves
around us with gravitational pulls to entrap us.
Invariably everyone, in one way or other, goes
through all these realities which, in fact, is called
life. The unfathomable pang that Jesus underwent
in Gethsemane forced him to cry, "Father, if you
will, take this cup of suffering away from me.."
(Lk. 22: 42). Though he continued to express
his mind, "Not my will, however, but your will be
done", the Father in heaven had no mercy on
Jesus. Such ardent, heart rending, deeply
anguished prayer went unheard! Even more
disheartening and totally devastating is the utter,
helpless cry of Jesus on the cross, "Eli, Eli, Lema
Sabachthani, My God, my God, why did you
abandon me?" (Mt. 27: 46). When one feels that
the earth beneath his feet is moving away, none
to hold or save, and life is shifting off; the intensity
of despair and despondency is beyond any mind
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can conceive. This bloodcurdling situation has a
great message which vociferously tells that one's
sorrows and pains of life has to be endured and
lived by oneself. Request for intervention and
support depends upon the purity of mind, depth
of faith and honesty of request of the implorer.
That was why Jesus was able to demonstrate
illustrious magnanimity to all the perpetrators by
unconditionally forgiving them while dying on the
cross, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they do" (Lk. 23: 34), and make the glorious
submission, "Father, in your hands I place my
spirit!" (Lk. 23: 46).

All this is the way in life that we explore and
experience: the immutable truths that universally
prevail in life; the life that is being lived in life; and
very clearly presented by Jesus when he said, "I
am the Way, the Truth, and the Life" - the Way
of life, the Truth of life, the Life of life.
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A mother's position in a child's life is
irreplaceable, and we can all agree that this is an
unquestionable truth. Of all the relations known
to us, a mother's bond with her child is above
everything else because of their undying love,
dedication and devotion to kids. Our mothers
dedicate a large part of their lives to nurturing us
and making us into better humans. From feeding
us our first morsel to hearing our first words to
handling our tantrums to providing us with a
shoulder to cry on when we grow older, a mother
is present in every stage of our lives. Mother's
Day is a celebration to honour our mother's selfless

Happy Mother's Day 2022

faes 9 9 &% |1’ 3HY I8 9% § fh ufad
O ! IR-9R Tl Y 39 T T Taaq &
YT U9 A QA @ L

ToTH TR WeiH1 & gER R H g9 | 7iad
T XY T AT B § | T AEH
Tl it I &8 FM1 & faae-et (JFeA
2:1-11) H e&n I foerdt 1 g afem &
Fed T Y IY YA GHF 7 A W o I
SR H SReTRt STl Tgell THEhR HLd © |

39 YR gH T eran ® T mren fomdt o
Ty & a1 faere] 9y 3G & Siaq & =i
R FA-T i WA 71 T qfed F=1 W
e W B | T8 SmeAfcHehar § sig @ fou

T HEqUl Tree T

love and each sacrifice they make for their children.
On this day, people celebrate mothers, mother-
like figures in their lives and even grandmothers.

Their efforts are often taken for granted.
Caring for their kids and families becomes their
top priority. However, things shouldn't be this
way. So, why not remind ourselves on Mother's
Day to always make our mothers feel appreciated
for what they do for us and stand for their rights.
On this day, we also acknowledge the
unquantifiable and selfless contribution every
mother has made to her children's success. Itis a
day to thank her for everything.
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Saint of the Month
Saint Damien

de Veuster
Feast Day : 10 May

When Joseph de
Veuster was born in
Tremelo, Belgium, in
1840, few people in Europe had any first hand
knowledge of leprosy, Hansen’s disease. By the
time he died at the age of 49, people all over
the world knew about this disease because of
him. They knew that human compassion could
soften the ravages of this disease.

Forced to quit school at age 13 to work on
the family farm, Joseph entered the
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and
Mary six years later, taking the name of a fourth-
century physician and martyr. When his brother
Pamphile, a priest in the same congregation, fell
ill and was unable to go to the Hawaiian Islands
as assigned, Damien quickly volunteered in his
place. In May 1864, two months after arriving
in his new mission, Damien was ordained a
priestin Honolulu and assigned to the island of
Hawaii.

In 1873, he went to the Hawaiian

government’s leper colony on the island of
Moloka’i, set up seven years earlier. Part of a
team of four chaplains taking that assignment
for three months each year, Damien soon
volunteered to remain permanently, caring for
the people’s physical, medical, and spiritual
needs. In time, he became their most effective
advocate to obtain promised government
support.

Soon the settlement had new houses and a
new church, school and orphanage. Morale
improved considerably. A few years later, he
succeeded in getting the Franciscan Sisters of
Syracuse, led by Mother Marianne Cope, to
help staff this colony in Kalaupapa.

Damien contracted Hansen’s disease and
died of its complications. As requested, he was
buried in Kalaupapa, but in 1936 the Belgian
government succeeded in having his body
moved to Belgium. Part of Damien’s body was
returned to his beloved Hawaiian brothers and
sisters after his beatification in 1995.

When Hawaii became a state in 1959, it
selected Damien as one of its two
representatives in the Statuary Hall at the US
Capitol. Damien was canonized by Pope
Benedict XVIon Oct. 11, 2009.

01 O.D. Fr. Stephen K.

01 O.D. Fr. Sunny Kottoor

01 O.D. Fr. Mathew Thundiyil

01 O.D. Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus
01 O.D. Fr. Cyril Prakash Moras
02 O.D. Fr. Elias Correia

02 O.D. Fr. Philip Correia

02 O.D. Fr. Andrew Correia

05 O.D. Fr. Roy Dolphus

DATES TO REMEMBER (MAY)

08 O.D. Fr. Jacob Palamattom
09 B.D. Fr. Joseph Rodrigues
09 O.D. Fr. John D'Cunha

12 O.D. Fr. Arimboor Xavier
16 B.D. Fr. Praveen D'Costa
24 B.D. Fr. Arun Lasrado

25 B.D. Fr. Sebastian Pantaladi
28 B.D. Fr. Anthony C.J.

28 B.D. Fr. Mariyan Lobo
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Workers' Day Celebrated
at St. Clare's Sr. Sec. School, Agra

On 30th Aprﬂ 2022 Saturday St Clare's
Senior Secondary School, Agra Cantt celebrated
International Workers' Day on the Theme 'without
WORKERS' nothing prospers' with aplomb to
salute the unending efforts of the service staff of
the school.

Class XII students organized a special
programme during the morning assembly to
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commemorate the WORKERS' Day in order to
appreciate and thank their selfless services. The
principal, Rev. Fr. Bhaskar Jesuraj appreciated,
encouraged and blessed the service staff with his
words of wisdom. On behalf of the management,
teachers and students; the manager, Rev. Fr.
Gregory Tharayil, Rev. Fr. Bhaskar, Sr. Victoria
Alex and Sr. Lissy honored all the support staff
of the school with garlands and gifts as token of
gratitude. Mr. Rajan and Mr. Shabaaz as the
representatives especially thanked each member
of St. Clare's family on behalf of all the support
staff. The day ended with a small get-together
and refreshments for all.
Mrs. Veronica Peter (PGT)
St. Clare's Sr. Sec. School, Agra Cantt

International Labour Day celebrated in
St. Anthony's Junior College

o=

Agra, 2 May. The International Labour Day
was celebrated here in St. Anthony's School,
Agra Cantt. The programme commenced with
lighting of the lamp by Rev. Sr. Lucy (Principal),
Sr. Pratima Tirkey, Mrs. Aparna Rathore and
other helpers; Sri Brijesh, Sri Sanjay and Smt.
Meera. To mark the occasion students of std.
IX- A conducted a special assembly followed
by a poem by students of std. III-A, to show
their gratitude towards the helpers. The
programme ended with the words of wisdom by

our respected Principal. A token of appreciation
was presented to every helper, in the form of
sweets and greeting card. The senior most helper,
Sri Brijesh, expressed gratitude on behalf of the
helpers. - Ms. Meena Pollock, Agra
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Archdiocese At A Glance,

Farwell Programme held at Masih
Vidyapeeth, Etmadpur (Agra)

21 April, (Etmadpur) zis every beginning has
an end so too every inauguration has its closure.
Having learnt about the successful
accomplishment of the academic year 2021-
2022, indeed, instills a sense of pride and
satisfaction among the staff and students of Masih
Vidyapeeth. In accordance with the succession
of the 2021-2022 academic year our 23 students
had finished their race in Masih Vidhyapeeth and
were given farewell. Along with them four staff
members were also honored for their selfless and
outstanding services and were given an amicable
adieu.

The farewell gathering was held on 21 April.
As a token of love towards the honourable
outgoing staffs and students, junior students
exhibited amemorable cultural programme which

made all to recall their past deeds and old
memories. During the programme, the Rector of
the seminary, Rev. Fr. Joseph Francis D'Souza
specially honoured and thanked the staffs, namely
Rev. Fr. Dileep Kumar, the Vice-Rector (Diocese
of Varanasi) who had finished his 5 years'
service, Rev. Fr. V. J. Thomas, the Dean of the
Studies (Diocese of Jhansi) had completed his 3
years' service, Rev. Fr. Marian lobo, Animator
of Jyoti Niwas (Archdiocese of Agra) completed
his 3 year' tenure and Rev. Fr. Francis Paul
Masih, Animator of Anand Niwas ( Diocese of
Bijnor) had finished his 2 year service at St.
Francis Xavier's Regional Seminary, Masih
Vidyapeeth, Etmadpuer, Agra. Having completed
their tenure at Masih Vidyapeeth successfully
these fathers will return to their respective
dioceses to take up some pastoral activities. They
all were well appreciated for their selfless,
committed and sacrificial services which they had
rendered to St. Francis Xavier's community. The
outgoing students as they bid farewell to their
Alma Mater, expressed their heartfelt gratitude
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towards the staffs for their spiritual, intellectual
and emotional well being and appreciated the
opportunities they received all through their stay
here. We, the Masih Vidyapeeth staff and
students wish them very best for a step forward
towards their regency.

"May the road rise up to meet you, may the
wind be ever at your back. May the sun shine
warm upon your face and the rain fall softy on
your fields. And we meet again, May God holds
you in the hollow of his hand" - Irish Blessing.

Happy Adieu!

-Bro. Sixtus Loppaz Mathew

Installation of the New Provincial Team
and the Jubilee Celebration at Nirmala
Provincialate, Greater Noida

23rd April 2022 was a red letter day in the
life of Nirmala Province of the Ursulines of Mary
Immaculate as it celebrated the Golden Jubilee
of Srs. Geraldine, Flora, Kathleen, Dionysia and
Meera and the Silver Jubilee of Sr. Jessy
Augustine. It was also a day for the New
Provincial Team consisting of Sr. Celine Mathew
Provincial Superior, Sr. Rekha Punia Vice
Provincial, Sr. Carol Thundathil, Sr. Beena
George and Sr. Anjali Jacob as Councillors and
Sr. Felicia as Provincial Secretary taking up their
responsibilities. The solemn thanksgiving
Eucharist was celebrated at Nirmala
Provincialate, Greater Noida by Most Rev. Dr.
Raphy Manjaly, Archbishop of Agra,

concelebrated by Most. Rev. Dr. Albert D'Souza
Archbishop Emeritus Agra, and nine priests. The
theme was "Sowers of Prophetic Hope".
Archbishop Raphy Manjaly highlighted the theme
in his introduction and spoke on the challenges
the leaders have to face and the wisdom and
courage they need to face the realities of today.
After the Gospel reading the Jubilarians renewed
their vows recommitting themselves to the Lord.

Archbishop Albert D' Souza during his homily
congratulated both the groups and reminded them
of the sower and the seeds that fell at different
grounds. Though some seeds were lost yet many
yielded fruit. Fifty years and twenty five years of
committed service of the sisters have produced
abundant fruits in different mission places. We
have enjoyed the fruit of our predecessors so
we also need to sow the seeds of hope for the
coming generation.

The New Provincial Team took up the charge
as Provincial and Councillors, through a simple
ceremony where the Provincial Superior lighted
the lamp from the Crucified Lord and shared it
with the Councillors after which they glorified the
Lord by singing the 'Magnificat'. The Eucharistic
celebration continued with offertory procession.
On behalf of the New Provincial Team and the
Jubilarians, Sr. Celine Mathew the newly
appointed Provincial Superior thanked the
gathering for their gracious presence and
prayers.After the Holy Eucharist the Provincial
team and the Jubilarians were felicitated. The
celebration concluded with a fellowship meal.

- Sr. Rekha Punia, UMI, G. Noida

Annual Parish Feast celebrated in
St. Fidelis Church, Aligarh
23 April 2022 marked a special day in the
annals of the St Fidelis Church, Aligarh. It was a
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convergence of many significant celebrations.
Being in the Easter Octave, Eve of the Divine
Mercy Sunday, Parish feast and the blessing of
the Presbytery. The renovated presbytery was
blessed by His Grace, Most Rev. Dr. Raphy
Manjaly, and the Archbishop of Agra
Archdiocese. The old dilapidated residence
wore a modified and elegant look. After the
blessing of the presbytery and felicitation, the
women of the Mahila Mandal led the priests to
the church, by a graceful dance. The prayers of
all the priests present along with that of the faithful
and the melodious singing of the choir led by
youth set the ambience on the mode of serenity
and tranquility.

_ . AR ‘ - ,._‘
The Archbishop in his inspiring homily invited
the faithful to deepen and strengthen our faith and
trust in the mercy of Jesus, the face of our loving
and merciful God. He urged the faithful to grow
in faith by following three simple ways- to read
the Holy Bible daily, to listen to the life testimonies
of people who have experienced the touch of
God in their lives and to live by the values of the
Gospel.

Then followed a short lively and value instilling
cultural program staged by the Fidelian parish
community. The Archbishop Raphy gave away
the prizes to the Catechism children who did well
in the Online exams that were conducted for
children of class III to XII. The mesmerizing
dance by the tiny stars, the skit on the life-
negating use of the mobile by the catechism

children, musical dance drama performed by the
youth depicting the evils threatening the youth of
today and the liberating effect on surrendering
life to Jesus and the scripture based quawali
show by the dynamic Purush Mandal of the parish
were well appreciated by all. At the end of the
day delectable meal was served. Filled with joy
we moved on, to walk and live in, with the
Resurrected Lord.

The Synodial theme - Communion -
Participation - Mission was tangibly witnessed.
The participation of all -young and old, lay and
religious, on stage and off stage, supportive hands
and cheering hearts led to the beautiful
coordination of the day's event. The vibrancy of
the small parish is brought alive chiefly due to
the strenuous efforts of our parish priest Fr. John
Roshan and the Asst. Parish Priest Fr. Charles
Toppo. They lead, motivate and inspire the
Fidelian parish community to deepen our faith
life and live in unity and love.

- Sr. Joanita, FS

3TeitTe | ud foaw i oW,
qifed Frama =t vy wv=
3TelTTg, 23 319 | Ta fheferd geel 9iEar
37U Yooll & YOl H Wk o, ol U1 S o
for ol eeEE & g fqar] o1 T ol e
- R e ot 7?2 TR U 3w &
fafs= wro off 9, Tdgem 39 foT &9 oTut
ool o W& T fhefor fermmitsH = aiftis
T4 SR ST HEN 1 AR T W) & (T fea
), THT FRO - FHR QAfed & g7/ g
a1 SONGR HL 3Y Tk 721 &9 e 72 o
e O Horl G RO o, o AR 79 =R
TRIEEieel . Uhi Heifel ST gAR s SUfeerd
g
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Archbishop Raphy felicitated
G. Noida, 30 April. Archbishop Most Rev.
Raphy Manjaly felicitated on his Episcopal
Anniversary at Jesus and Mary House, Greater
Noida on his way back to Agra from
Pondicherry.

On behalf of Priests and Religious Fr. Vinoy
Pullivelil the Parish Priest in the presence of Fr.
Sebastian K. (Director of the Clergy Welfare)
presented flower bouquet.
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Feast Duy Eelebroted, Allgurh UMI Mew Teom takes over

h‘m e

18 April, Wedding 5I|'I-'ET Jubilee  Bp Froncis Kalist bid forewell by Agrawalos!  Fr. Mathew remembered, May, 29
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